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CHAPTER 12
i. Why do you think most people find it difficult or uncomfortable to discuss racial/ethnic issues publicly?
Racism becomes a difficult topic to talk about publicly mainly because it is quite a sensitive topic that different people understand quite differently. It’s a tricky subject since one could say something about racial issues that could have a completely different meaning to another person.  People take in racial issues differently which is why one cannot be sure of whether it is right or wrong to talk about a certain ethnic issue publicly. For instance, people of a certain race, say the African-American race, tend to be more defensive when a white person talks anything about their race and the vice versa too.  A comment could end up being interpreted as an insult. It could also be due to bad past experiences concerning the racial issue.
ii. Do you know any racists? Do you think they consider themselves to be “racists”? What kind of behaviors do they display? Will they ever change their minds?
I find President Donald Trump racist. I think he knows deep down that he is racist. Obviously, he would not refer to himself as a racist in front of everyone but his actions prove otherwise. He has over time made racist remarks against the black community and Mexicans. This is reason enough to call him a racist. I do not see any revolutionary move that could change President Trump’s mind. However, I find being racist an attitude and anybody can change their attitude. Nobody was born racist.
iii. Have you ever been a victim of discrimination of any basis, racial or otherwise?
Yes, I have been discriminated for belonging to the Christian religion.
iv. Do you think Barrack Obama’s presidency changed the way people in this country view race? Why or why not? Explain.
I do not think Obama’s reign changed much of the prior state of racism. In my view, he somehow prioritized other agendas and not did so much about racism. The shooting of black unarmed men by police even still continued. Some other sensitive issues such as the legalizing the LGBT legislation got his attention. Both the LGBT and African Americans took it to the streets to call for the president to address their concerns. African- American got nothing like the LGBT community.
v. Will racism always exist? Why or why not? 
Racism will always exist. This is because the government seems reluctant to enforce viable legislative reforms on the matter. The people are not also being sensitized enough to embrace others as they are and change their attitudes towards them. 

CHAPTER 8
i. Can you think of any “shaming” techniques that were used by your elementary, middle school, or high school teachers? If so, were they effective?
My middle-school math teacher used to yell our names whenever one misbehaved in class. To some extent, the yelling was effective since some students would immediately stop the bad act they were doing. For others, it was not. The student would respond to the teacher, probably drag the teacher into a long conversation trying to make an explanation. The teacher would probably opt to forego the conversation to save us our lesson by giving the student a win.
ii. According to various studies, the American prison population is 38% African-American, 93% of those prisoners do not have a college education. Do these numbers indicate problems with the criminal justice system in this country? Why or why not? Explain your answer.
Yes. This is because the criminal justice system will have too many criminals to handle. Most of them are in prison because they did not receive education and therefore ended up in criminal acts for survival, (Nehrin 2015). Poverty kept most out of school. This means most of them cannot even afford private attorneys to represent them in court and will often end up in jail. Therefore, the criminal justice system will have too many cases to handle and congestion in prisons.
iii. Do you support capital punishment (the death penalty) as a government-sanctioned punishment? Why or why not?
No. Irrespective of some statistics proving that capital punishment actually deters would-be criminals from committing homicide crimes, there is also the issue of wrongful convictions. Some people have been wrongly convicted due to a miscarriage of justice and sentenced to capital punishment. If later the judicial system realizes that someone was put to prison due to a wrongful conviction, one could be remedied by freeing them or monetary compensation. Well, for capital punishment we cannot resurrect the dead. (Spillane & Wolcott 2013). Unless under a condition that the judges and prosecutors involved in such a wrong capital punishment sentence would also be punished the same way the innocent person was.
 CHAPTER 21 
Urban Legends
1. The Price They Paid: This is a popular essay that explains the tragic fate of the Declaration of Independence signers. Its historicity remains dubious and I wanted to understand in detail how such a tragic fate happened because t was very disturbing. 
2. John Hancock & Bull Story: The story is about when John Hancock’s large and famous signature was affixed to the Independence Declaration and proclaimed that he guessed that King George was to be able to read the signature. My interest was to know if this was a real story and if John Hancock was a venerable historical legend.
3. George Washington’s Vision: This is about vision when he accounted for an angel that revealed the American prophetic vision to him at the Valley Forge. I wanted to understand such a prophecy because it was very popular in the middle of the 19th- century. 
CHAPTER 4
i. What i would you say is each one’s master status:
· Kim Kardashian?
Television personality
· Donald Trump
Politician
· Caitlyn Jenner
Television personality
· Justin Bieber
Singer
· LeBron James
Basketball player
ii. If the master status of any of these people has changed during their public lives
I think Caitlyn’s master status is changing. He is allegedly making attempts to incorporate trans activism into his life by fighting transgender legislation enforced by the president.
iii. If Erving Goffman’s theory of dramaturgy is true? How far could one get in our society if he or she is bluntly honest at all times? Goffman called the deliberate attempt to control how others see us ‘impression management”. Below are the ways of how people try to influence the way others will receive them. 
Yes. How far a person could get would depend on the people around us. Perhaps some would just accept the real us. People do impression management by creating some means work like symbols. They could be gestures, creating a specific environment or even speech. For instance, a person with a very luxurious suit would seem rich even if his bank account reads zero.
iv. Harold Garfunkel’s theory of ethnomethodology
The conversation did not take long. The friend got annoyed within a very short time. He seemed not to understand why I kept insisting that the state what he meant. He noticed a change in my argument and got upset. We did not stick to the rules of interaction which is why he got upset at my behavior in the conversation. He could feel the breaching.
CHAPTER 3
i. How the social environment has impacted Jesco Whites life? Think of education, government, religion, peer groups, mass media, etc. Explain your reasoning.
I think Jesco White ‘s social environment is a haunting one, (Young et.al 2015). The whole experience demonstrates the rural Appalachian lifestyle. It was a two-sided life, the Bible and the devil that however groomed Jesco into the cult hero he is.
ii. [bookmark: _GoBack]Do you think Jesco White would have turned out differently were he was born in a different place with different circumstances? Imagine if he was born in Chicago and his parents had college degrees. Would he be ‘the same guy” in that world?
No. He most probably would not have turned out to be the person he is. He would have had a good lifestyle and parents who could have given him everything and protection from such a childhood. 
CHAPTER 13
i. At what age is a person no longer “young”? At what age does a person become old?
There is no specific age for no longer being young or becoming old. Time becomes relative to our thinking. When we think we can do or quit doing something at a specific age that we could not some years ago, ignoring the other factors, such as financial stability, then we are old enough for that particular thing. 
ii. Do you think that society views the aging process differently for men and women? If so, in what ways?
Yes. The society assumes that aging for women happens faster than in men both in appearance and even sexuality, (Van et.al 2017). This explains why women always switch to plastic surgery to maintain their appearance. The society also believes that at some age, sex is no longer a fantasy for women unlike in men.
iii. If we could magically eliminate aging tomorrow, what would you consider to be the “best age” to be, and remain at forever?
Thirty. 
iv. What is the maximum acceptable age difference between partners in a romantic relationship? From a gender perspective, does it matter at all whether a male or female is the older person in a relationship?
There is no acceptable difference, as long as both parties find mutual completeness in each other. I think gender-wise; it still does not matter.
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